Prayers & Readings 17th October 2021
St Luke

(Reading in brackets omitted for Morning Worship service)

Collect

Almighty God, you called Luke the physician, whose praise is in the gospel,

to be an evangelist and physician of the soul: by the grace of the Spirit

and through the wholesome medicine of the gospel,

give your Church the same love and power to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

(2 Kings 5:1-14)

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favour with his
master, because by him the LORD had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior,
suffered from leprosy. Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from
the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, ‘If only my lord were with
the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” So Naaman went in and told his
lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had said. And the king of Aram said, ‘Go then, and | will
send along a letter to the king of Israel.’

He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets of
garments. He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, ‘When this letter reaches you,
know that | have sent to you my servant Naaman, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” When the
king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, ‘Am | God, to give death or life, that this
man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a
guarrel with me.’

But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message
to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a
prophet in Israel.” So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of
Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, ‘Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your
flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.” But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, ‘|
thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the LorD his God,
and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers
of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could | not wash in them, and be clean?’ He
turned and went away in a rage. But his servants approached and said to him, ‘Father, if the prophet
had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when
all he said to you was, “Wash, and be clean”?” So he went down and immersed himself seven times
in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a
young boy, and he was clean.

Acts 3:1-16

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, at three o’clock in the
afternoon. And a man lame from birth was being carried in. People would lay him daily at the gate of



the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from those entering the

temple. When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked them for alms. Peter
looked intently at him, as did John, and said, ‘Look at us.” And he fixed his attention on them,
expecting to receive something from them. But Peter said, ‘| have no silver or gold, but what | have |
give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” And he took him by the right
hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. Jumping up, he
stood and began to walk, and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising
God. All the people saw him walking and praising God, and they recognized him as the one who used
to sit and ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and
amazement at what had happened to him.

While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called
Solomon’s Portico, utterly astonished. When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You

Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or
piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God
of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence
of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and
asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the
dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong,
whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the
presence of all of you.

Mark 2:1-12

When he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home. So many
gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door; and he was
speaking the word to them. Then some people came, bringing to him a paralysed man, carried by
four of them. And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the
roof above him; and after having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic

lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.” Now some of
the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, “‘Why does this fellow speak in this way? It
is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” At once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they
were discussing these questions among themselves; and he said to them, “Why do you raise such
guestions in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are forgiven”, or to say,
“Stand up and take your mat and walk”? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the paralytic— ‘I say to you, stand up, take your mat
and go to your home.” And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out before all of
them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We have never seen anything like
this!’

Post Communion

O Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us faithful to the apostles' teaching and
fellowship,united in prayer and the breaking of bread, and one in joy and simplicity of heart, in Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Next weeks readings: Isaiah 53:1-9, (1 Corinthians 15:3-8), Luke 23:32-49



