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WINTER JOURNEY

| told him it was mad to go

now, in winter and | so near my time.
Wilful, stubborn, stupid

to make me travel now but

we had to go, he said, Imperial order.

It’s not his son | carry

much less the Roman overlord’s

but he stalks on, snorting clouds

of chilly breath and here | am

clinging to the animal he drags ahead.

Its brittle hooves falter,

snag between the trail’s bone-snapping ruts.

What if It falls? | fall?

My fingers are stiff rods of pain. My face frozen grim.

My cloak stiff with fallen snow flurried by this bitter wind.

| may not make it to be counted there.

Surely | can’t give birth among these jagged stones?

What water can he heat on a pathetic fire of frozen sticks?
No bed. Not even straw. Perhaps more snow.

Will we never be there?

That angel who came whispering, where’s he?
There’d better be a room left in this promised town
a mattress, cradle, soup, a friendly wife to help.
God send me sunshine and this journey’s end.

by Heather Harrison (and shared by Reverend Theresa)

From the painting by Breughel the Elder: The Census at Bethlehem 1556
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THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES 100 CLUB

Congratulations to the November winners
£50 ~ Susan Knight £25 ~ Jill Hall

Members are reminded that subscriptions for the next six months
(December to May) are now due - £13 for six months - £26 for twelve months.
Please make cheques payable to “Friends of St James 100 Club”.
Subscriptions may be handed into the Parish Office or posted to -
Lynda McPherson, 90 Dickens Heath Road, Shirley, B90 1RL

FRIENDS IN NEED ...

A huge thank you to the Friends of St James for all they do for the Parish.

Without them, we would not have been able to refurbish Church House or undertake
the Pod project. Now they are at the forefront of raising money for the St James’s heating
upgrade.

They work so hard in many different ways, baking delicious cakes, organizing wonderful
dinners and raffles, running the 100 Club and putting on coffee mornings and sales. As
an Ecochurch, we should also congratulate them on the amount of books and bric-a-brac
they recycle in aid of funds.

This only happens because of superb teamwork and a quiet dedication to the Church
and Parish. We all owe them a big debt of gratitude.

Kate Crocker

A BIG ‘THANK YOU’ FROM THE WELCOME CAFE

On the 5th of November, which happened to be my 70th birthday, | decided to raise
money for a good cause, so after talking to Myra whose birthday was a few days earlier,
we decided on the Alzheimer’s Society. Sarah and Pat agreed too.

| asked Gill Hanton to make me a birthday cake which she did, and it was a lovely sponge
all coated in pink and white icing with love hearts and firework like catherine wheels for
decorations. It went down very well and everyone who came to the café enjoyed a slice
and what was left went to the "Start course" in the evening. So, a very big thank you to
Gill.

We raised £230.00 for the Alzheimer’s Society so well done and thank you to all of you
who came and supported this event.

Love and prayers, Denise Smith
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SMALL PILGRIM PLACES NETWORK (SPPN)

Recently | heard about the Small Pilgrim Places Network, places that offer space for
praying, pondering, meditating, thinking, breathing, just being, with God. Many are
churches, a few are gardens, labyrinths, holy wells. The movement was begun by Jim
Cotter, an Anglican priest and poet, and the places of pilgrimage are where people of
any faith or none can come to sit, without pressure to believe or to do anything.

On the SPPN website (https://www.smallpilgrimplaces.org) | found that the nearest one
to me was just twelve minutes away by bus, so | went to find out what it was all about.
The church is St Michael’s, Hall Green, over the road from the bus stop, a modern open
plan building. There was a music session taking place and one of the people there, Anne,
came across to greet me and show me to the small chapel. She returned a few minutes
later with coffee and biscuits, inviting me to stay as long as | wanted. When | said that
| was from St James's it transpired that she was licensed as a reader at our church!

The chapel is a small hexagonal (6 sided) building with a floor to
ceiling window, about twelve inches wide, in each wall. This gives
privacy but with sight of the busy roads, pavements and shops
outside. There were three wall hangings, all hand stitched, a
traditional embroidery of flowers and butterflies, a picture in
fabrics of the stone being rolled away, and an intricate
embroidery of the cross surrounded by briars. | sat there for
some time then waved to the music group as | left.

Going back to the article | read about SPPN, the first place
mentioned is a tiny chapel carved into the rock in Knaresborough,
North Yorkshire, a place that | have known all my life ... but that’s
another story.

Chris Terry

PLEASE CHECK FOR ANY CHANGES TO OUR SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES ON THE
WEEKLY NOTICE SHEET, SOCIAL MEDIA OR ON OUR WEBSITE
https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk

Glazing and Locks
*Misted/broken QOuble g'lazing replaced * Police and Age Concern registered
¢ All double glazing repairs ¢ Full locksmith service
*Qver 25 years experience * Key cutting
*City & guilds qualified * Windows, door realigned
Contact Jason on 07789761412
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MARK, MITES, AND MESSAGES

Since we have family abroad our Christmas presents to them need to be made or bought
and posted early. So, it's an Autumn sun overhead as | saw, sand and varnish small oak
stands recycled from our old banisters and rails. Each one will carry a 2000 year old
mite, a word used to describe the coin used in Judea all those centuries ago to buy
olives, oil or suchlike. Also, a word abbreviated from ‘minute’ by the 1611 translators
to illustrate its low denominational value found in the Mark and Luke narratives of the
widow’s mite parable. | can find no reason why Stuart coinage wasn’t used back then.
After all, our Victorian revised version uses “penny” whilst another translation, a
“farthing” but no matter.

There is something powerful in their aged fragility which reinforces the parable’s
message. Perhaps the Oak of Righteous found in Isaiah will match that sturdy wood
which I’'m working on. It brightens up under my plane, an action I’'m hoping will dispel
my brain’s confusions and offer the challenge and comfort of faith instead. Now that
would be a present really worth having.

Don Abbey

HARWOOD & ENGLISH DECORATORS

* 25 years experience *

* Interior & Exterior ”

* Fully Insured * Free quotes * Insurance work *

Telephone:
07976 952435 ﬁ 07801 631822

0121 744 6628 0121 744 0421

Email: steven_harwood@icloud.com
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Open as usual every Tuesday in December except
WELOOMB Christmas Eve (24th)

OAF B 10am until 11.30am in Church House - do pop in and say ‘hello’!

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James
T Nurture, Learn, Achieve
o

Principal - Mrs H Lynch
%& For details about the school contact the PA to the Principal - Mrs G Giles

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James, Halifax Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 2BT
Phone: 0121 744 7897 office@stjames.tgacademy.org.uk www.stjames.tgacademy.org.uk

HELPING PEOPLE IN NEED

ADAVU: you may recall that Liisa Wiseman has now left her post running the ADAVU
charity after nearly eight years. She has been a strong leader, both supporting her small
team, dealing directly with the clients and endlessly finding the finance and supporting
agencies without which ADAVU could not have functioned. We wish her well in her new
job. It is hoped her replacement will take up the post in January. Before Liisa left she
brought the new Volunteers Leader, lolanda, to meet us and to hear how she sees her
job. Once again this year there will be Christmas parcels for the clients of ADAVU, maybe
not as generous as in the past when other sources of gifts and money augmented the
generous donations from this parish, but once again the effort of Sarah Penfold to
organise the Christmas Gift Tree will be much appreciated.

FOOD BANK: as you know, David and | help at the Sparkhill Food Bank mainly behind
the scenes doing odd jobs like decanting coffee into small jars or going through a donated
crate of bananas throwing out the manky ones! Now | have a dilemma; what would you
do? | was given a small amount of money to use for our clients at Christmas. It’s enough
to give a family half a dozen eggs (they very, very rarely get that luxury) or maybe more
than the usual one toilet roll, or a whole jar of coffee or entire box of teabags, or a net
of easy peelers, or an entire small box of washing powder ... or should we be more
generous with the toiletries we give to the single men? Tricky, isn’tit? [I'll let you know.

GrowBaby is open again, asking especially for warm coats/anoraks for children aged
4/5.

Once again, thank you for your support. We wish you health and peace of mind in 2025,

David and Elizabeth
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‘MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK AND MANY POPPIESY
(JANUARY PARISH MAGAZINE)

Many thanks to all of you who have been connected in any way with our ‘poppy walls’,
in any capacity.

When | requested 3000 poppies | never imagined that target would be exceeded by
3000.

The support from our own congregations, the local
community, families and friends has been wonderful.
Thank you.

., Our hope is that we have paid tribute to all who died
¢ in wars, both people and animals.

We pray that those who lead the nations of the world
may see the futility of war and work towards peace.

Linda Pitt

REMEMBRANCE
SUNDAY

How gratifying to see yet again an excellent crowd paying
tribute to the fallen of world wars.

The service led by Reverends Richard and Rich was surely &%
enhanced by magnificent display of hundreds of poppies g
draping the church tower. What a sight to behold.

Such a pity that Janet Wilson who created five hundred
and fifty of them sadly passed away in the week before |
the event. Her family must be very proud.

Big thanks also must go to Linda Pitt after all her hard work organising this event -
unfortunately she ended up in bed with ‘flu! You were sorely missed Linda.

In conclusion many thanks to Jan Dalton and the team for good hot coffee and biscuits
after the parade ... very welcome.

Liz Blakey
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A CHRISTMAS CAROL FROM THE ECOCHURCH GROUP

O Christmas Tree, and every tree,

You help biodiversity

A home for creatures great and small
and shade and flowers and fruit for all
O Christmas Tree, and every tree,

God’s gift to all humanity

O Christmas Tree and every tree
You help to make us carbon-free.
The CO2 which feeds your leaves
Makes oxygen for us to breathe
O Christmas Tree and every tree

God’s gift to all humanity

O Christmas Tree and every tree

You bring us such serenity

In gardens, woods and forests fair
You give us peace and bring us cheer
O Christmas tree and every tree

God’s gift to all humanity
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ADVENT SUNDAY - December 1st

On Advent Sunday, 1st December, there will be NO Reflective Worship
Service. Instead we will be supporting Jon Churchill who is being
confirmed at St Mary’s Church, Wythall at 3pm.

All are welcome to come and support Jon. If you can’t make it, please
keep him and the other candidates in your prayers.

SHIRLEY PARISH BOOK CLUB

Shoes for Anthony by Emma Kennedy fat Wi vestmicnon
At the start of our meeting, we welcomed our new members, Sally, #i g
and Loretta.

For some of the members of the Book Club, this book triggered a lot BE{™ O'IES# @
of memories from junior school and post war. We have read several WNNpd® gy Np"
books set during war time, but this had a very different angle and % 3.5{
gave a very different viewpoint. Some of the readers didn’t see the |

ending coming (no spoilers in case you read it!) and were surprised | KEESE&:Y
by the twist at the end.

fo

Memories were triggered of relatives who were involved in the war,
and how these circumstances drew a parallel, and also how these relatives never really
talked about such events.

We talked about how life was so different during these war years, not only with rationing,
but also with the hard work involved with the simplest of tasks, such as washing sheets,
and also with the men coming home from the pit and having a bath, taking off their
clothes in the hall and then all three of them in turn, bathing in the same water.
o] Hardships which are inconceivable in this day and age.

We had a lively discussion about how life was so very different back
in those days, and how things are nowadays.

We then talked about what else we had read since the last meeting
and what we thought of them.

Our next book is The Accidental Hitman by A W Wilson which will
ACCIDENTAL be discussed at our next meeting on Monday 2nd December, please
HITMAN come along if you’d like to find out more.

Belinda Piasecki

AW, Wilson
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MOTHERS’ UNION REPORT

Linda Pit welcomed Jan Dalton to our November meeting for a craft session. All present
were given a goodie bag, made up by Jan, containing all that was needed for us to make
a Father Christmas bottle wrap, gift bag and a Christmas gift tag. Jan talked us through
each section of making them up. It was a happy afternoon, enjoyed by all. Thank you
Jan for making this possible.

The programme for 2025 is being finalised and will be circulated to members during
December -

Wave of Prayer: 15th-17th January 2025 — more details to follow in the pew slip with
the exact date and time.

There will be no meeting in January, we will commence again on Wednesday 5th
February at 2pm with our AGM.

Our 2024 theme, Calm and Bright, encourages us to find moments of peace amid the
season's busyness.

In this season of waiting, we thank you for the hope that comes with Christ’s arrival.
Keep our hearts calm, brightened by the promise of your presence, and open to the ways
you are at work in our lives. Amen

The Committee sends their love and best wishes.
Susan Knight

A SPECIAL SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION AND MOTHERS’
UNION ADVENT SERVICE - Wednesday December 4th

Following on from the midweek afternoon services in St James Church for people from
our ‘Home Communion Community’, we will again be meeting on Wednesday 4th
December at 2pm in St James. This will be combined with the annual Mothers’ Union
Advent Service (when Sue Maskell and | will also be enrolled as members) so expect to
sing some traditional carols. And, as always, there will be refreshments afterwards.

Once again, we would like to extend the invitation to anyone from our congregations
who would like to come. It may be that you wish to catch up with someone who you
used to see regularly in church; indeed, several from our Home Communion Community
did say that, along with being back in the church building they loved and missed, how
nice it would be to see people who they once worshipped alongside.

So, if you would like to come along, please do so. If you need help with transport or feel
that you might be able to contribute to the setting up of the service in some way, please
contact myself or Linda Pitt and we can discuss.

Reverend Richard Haynes
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OUR ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE
Thursday 5th December at 7pm

For many of us the build up to Christmas is an exciting and busy time as we look forward
to spending time with family and friends. But for others it can be a sad and lonely time
as we remember those who are with us no longer - Christmas can be a time when the
absence of loved ones is noticed far more than at other times of the year.

Our Annual Memorial Service is on Thursday 5th December at 7pm in St James Church.

During the service we will sing some familiar Christmas carols, hear
some words of hope and each have the chance to take part in an act
to remember our loved ones. We will also read out the names of those
who have died. The atmosphere of the service will be one of hope and
encouragement as we continue our life journey together. We will also
have a memory tree on which you can place your loved ones’ names.

JIn Memarny

Everyone is welcome to join us — no matter how long ago your loved ones died. If you
would like a name read out please contact the Parish Office in advance, or simply write
the name on the list at the back of church as you arrive.

We look forward to seeing you.

SHIRLEY PRRISH

m

NNOWING CHRIST
MRRING M KNTHN

All are invited t%ur

: CHRIST
COFFEE MORNING

on Moﬂay Oth December
@ from 10.30 am to 12 noon

ST JOHN’S CHURCH, TILEHOUSE LANE,
TIDBURY GREEN, SHIRLEY B9O 1PW
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Meditations for the
Twelve Days of Christmas

FollowThe Star
AN

| wonder what was going through the wise men’s minds as they set out to follow the
star? They were probably unsure about exactly where they were going or what they
would find when they got there. They didn’t really know what they were letting
themselves in for — perhaps they were a bit fearful of the whole venture.

Maybe that how you feel sometimes. You’'re not sure quite where your life is heading;
not sure what each day will bring and perhaps you feel a bit anxious about things
generally as you think about your own life and what’s going on in the world around us.
One of the phrases that comes several times in the Christmas story is “do not be afraid”.
It was spoken to Zechariah; it was spoken to Mary; it was spoken to Joseph and it was
spoken to the shepherds. It's not recorded in the Bible, but | wonder if those words were
spoken to the wise men too as they set out on their journey. The words “do not be afraid
for | am with you” are words that | have often heard God say to me.

This Christmas, as we have done for the last couple of years, we will be giving away some
booklets called “Follow the Star — Calm and Bright”. They contain a reading and a short
thought for each day from Christmas to Epiphany (6th January). They focus on what a
Calm and Bright Christmas might mean for ourselves, our families, our community and
our world. A real message of hope in what are often hard and confusing times.

Please take one for yourself, but also please consider taking one for a neighbour or a
friend as we spread the message of hope this Christmas time.

In addition to the booklets there are also bookmarks with the same message and a card
for families with a Christmas Tree Dove decoration to make. The daily readings can also
be found using the “follow the star” app.

Reverend Paul Day

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-life/what-we-believe/advent-and-christmas/follow-
star-calm-and-bright
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SATURDAY 14th DECEMBER

X COME AND HAVE BREAKFAST

o) LI

& WiTH SANTA AND FRIiENDS
1}5 FROM 1QAM iN CHURCH HOUSE

G"b and you will also be able to buy cakes
and Christmas goodies
and see what you can win in our grand Christmas
Tombola - in aid of St James’ Heating Project

plus some members of 6th
Shirley St James Scout
Group will be selling things
that they have made to raise
money for a Scouts/Explorers
trip to Switzerland in 2026

Then join with the other churches in
Shirley to sing your favourite carols

outside ASDA in Parkgate B90 3GG
from *Jf'r ;;FJJJJ' e Jd

> CRRR

.l
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SUNDAY 15th DECEMBER

* All will be welcome to our

J‘}} TRADITIONAL CAROL SERVICE

il : :
;-f{;’j j 1 with carols and readings
( «.,-'J'; o -J J‘ o
SEERE 6pm in St James Church

"I'm sorry Michael — even if you HAVE
changed your ring-tone to 'Away In-A-
Manger', it's still ALL mobiles OFF!"




16

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Date
Sunday 1st
Advent Sunday

Wednesday 4th

Thursday 5th

Sunday 8th

Thursday 12th

Saturday 14th

Sunday 15th

Time

10.30am

2pm

10.30am
7pm

8am

9am
10.30am
10.30am

10.30am

3.30pm

9am
10.30am
10.30am

6pm

Service

Parish Communion

MU Advent Service

Holy Communion

Memorial Service

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Worship

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Carol Singing

Morning Worship
Holy Communion
Morning Worship

Carol Service

Venue

St James Church

St James Church

St James Church

St James Church

St James Church
St John’s Church
St James Church
Christ the King Church

St James Church

Outside ASDA

St John’s Church
St James Church
Christ the King Church
St James Church



Date
Thursday 19th

Saturday 21st

Sunday 22nd

Tuesday 24th

Christmas Eve

Wednesday 25th

Christmas Day

Sunday 29th

Copies of the sermons preached at our services can be found on our website -

Time

10.30am

10am

8am

9am
10.30am
10.30am

4pm
11lpm

8am
9am

10.30am

8am

9am
10.30am
3.30pm

Service

Holy Communion

Messy Church

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Worship

Holy Communion

Crib Service

Midnight Communion

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Holy Communion
Patronal Service
Holy Communion

Forest Church

Venue

St James Church

St James Church

St James Church
St John’s Church
St James Church

Christ the King Church

St James Church
St James Church

St James Church
St John's Church
St James Church

St James Church
St John's Church
St James Church
St John’s Garden

https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk/download-a-sermon
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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 4 EVERYONE in St James Church

Saturday 21st December - 10am

Christmas Eve - 4pm

Wise men (and women!)
@ The Crib

Dress up, dress down or come
as you are to our re-telling
of the Christmas story

® & & & & & & * 8 8 @

# GLM Property Maintenance

Traditional Window Cleaning No job is too b|g or too small!
Dry Stone Walling

Fascias & Gutters (Repairs & Renewal) Call for a free quote today!
Driveways & Patios (Installation &
Cleaning)

Roof & Solar Panel Cleaning 07399 024702

Power Chimney Sweeping

Cowl/Pot Fitting and Repointing GLMServices18@ :
Roofing & Flat Roofing gmail.com
Fencing & Landscape Gardening
Rendering

Hedge & Tree Cutting

Rubbish Removals

Painting Interior/Exterior
Garden / House Clearances

And much much more Like us on Facebook ﬁ @GLMServices18

Fully Insured
Registered Waste Carrier

We're on Yell.com ‘A
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DEMONSTRATOR PARISHES

You may have heard that St James’s has been invited by the Church of England to apply
for ‘Demonstrator status’ ... what does this mean?

The Church has pledged to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2030 - a very challenging
ambition. This means that parishes will need to move away from fossil fuels for heating
and find cleaner options. We have already done this in Church House, replacing the gas
boiler with electric heating panels, all on a green tariff.

The Church boilers are over thirty-five years old, dirty, inefficient and unreliable. We
have been working with the Diocese for two years to look at solutions and have settled
on a combination of heating panels and chandeliers (in the nave). Our plans are quite
advanced and have Faculty permission which allows us to make our project a beacon
for other churches looking for green heating. We will share our journey and evaluate
our outcomes making data available to the wider Church.

In return, there is a lot of support from the Church, including a grant. The Parish (helped
as ever by the Friends) will have to find some funding, which is not easy so soon after
the huge effort we made to fund the Pod.

We hope to replace the heating in St James’s next Spring. Meanwhile we are hoping
that the boilers will hold out but it is advisable to come to services warmly dressed!

Kate Crocker

PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST

Surgery and Home Visits
JONATHAN LEESE b.Pod.M., M.Ch.S

HCPC REGISTERED
Tel: 0121 733 1292 193 Creynolds Lane, Shirley B90 4ES

Decorating Plus ... (Odd Jobs)
B90 and nearby

Call Stewart on 07802 566 441

Email - DecoratingPlus@hotmail.co.uk
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MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
Fully qualified LADIES AND GENTLEMENS Hairdresser

Available for appointments in the comfort
of your own home

Please Telephone CLAIRE on
01564 794684 or 07931 751 451

SIE Bl ENR AR TR

PAINTER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
INDEPENDENT & FAMILY-OWNED

e o
H"""In :

"mul“_“lw = $e, o 5 ;

The only funeral homes still owned by
The Painter Family. Providing a dignified & personal
service across Birmingham & Solihull

HALL GREEN OFFICE ACOCKS GREEN OFFICE

192 ROBIN HOOD LANE 213 YARDLEY ROAD
HALL GREEN ACOCKS GREEN
BIRMINGHAM B28 OLG BIRMINGHAM B27 6LZ

TEL: 0121 777 4300 TEL: 0121 707 1172

WWWSTEPHENANDPHILIPPAINTER.COM
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OFFERING A FRIENDLY,

@@ZY T@ IES RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICE

Bev Hughes DipCFhp Over 65 £20.00 per session
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner Under 65 £25.00 per session

@77 @B @4 Oh TREATMENT INCLUDES:-

v FREE CONSULTATION
o v TOENAILS CUT &
©T| zﬂ 45ﬂ 35 v THICKNESS REDUCED
CALLOUSES REMOVED
v CORNS & VERRUCAS
TREATED
v DIABETIC FOOTCARE

9122 (_ Bastock Ltd

ﬁ[‘%“FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors since 1856

Shirley Funeral Home Solihull Funeral Home Yardley Funeral Home AL
. [SAIF]

100, Stratford Road ~ 67-71 Warwick Road, 112 Church Road, Fetrinom]
Shirley. B90 3BH Solihull. B92 7HP Yardley. B26 8UX |

0121 726 2626 0121 706 4040 0121 784 3230

Whether vyou have a traditional,
% | contemporary or eco funeral in mind our
== family are here to help you. Our
dedicated team will guide you through
§ the choices and decisions to ensure a
unique and befitting funeral.

Specialist provider of Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Free, no obilgation help and advice.

Peace of mind with secure affordable options www.cbastock.co.uk
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care UKk Q

Expert

dementia

Guided by the latest academic
evidence, our dementia specialists
support each resident to live every
day to the full.

If you're considering a care home,
call 0121 756 7156 or visit
careuk.com/blossomfield-grange

ipected ot
c

Qmmx Trusted to care

Blossomfield Grange care home
Solihull
[ % 9 1]
Q{‘}b gg & If Knowle is difficult to get to,
PN we will happily visit you at
& lﬁ‘a‘“ home or you can meet Bruce
at any of the Bastock family
Bastock&Bruce Ltd funeral homes.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A partnership between C. Bastock Ltd and Bruce Bragg

Bruce is now the only remaining member of the Bragg family still in the industry
following the sale of the Bragg family business in Shirley. This partnership brings a
family business to Knowle with generations of experience ensuring the truly
personal service you would expect from an independent business.

Knowle Funeral Home
Brisker Court, 1685, High Street, Knowle. B93 OLN

01564 33 5577 (24 hour)

Serving all surrounding areas www.bastockandbruce.co.uk
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WORDSEARCH

Father Christmas is based on St Nicholas, who was born in the 3rd century in the Greek
village of Patara, on what is today the southern coast of Turkey. His family were both
devout and wealthy, and when his parents died in an epidemic, Nicholas decided to help
people. He gave to the needy, the sick, the suffering, and was made Bishop of Myra
while still a young man. As a bishop, he suffered in prison with other bishops under the
emperor Diocletian’s persecution of Christians.

One story of his generosity explains why we hang Christmas stockings over our
mantelpieces today. There was a poor family with three daughters who needed dowries
if they were to marry, and not be sold into slavery. Nicholas heard of their plight, and
tossed three bags of gold into their home through an open window — thus saving the
girls from a life of misery. The bags of gold landed in stockings or shoes left before the
fire to dry. Hence the custom of children hanging out stockings —in the hope of attracting
presents of their own from St Nicholas - on Christmas Eve. That is why three gold balls,
sometimes represented as oranges, are one of the symbols of St Nicholas.
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Thomas Bragg & Sons
Funeral Directors

/e create every
funeral individually,
Jjust for you. o

»

* 24-hour service Thomas Bragg & Sons Funeral Directors are Shirley
« Bereavement advice here to support and guide you. We offer a
«Transparent pricing friendly, professional service to families. 0121744 1428
« Home visits . . . 562 Stratford Road, B90 4AY
s Privite diajielioE rest Call us for u:npaedmte support, advice
. or a home visit. We are here to help 24 Knowle
hours a day.
« Memorial masonry 01 564 773 61 0
« Prepaid funeral plans www.thomasbragg.co.uk 1682 High Street, B93 OLY

©

é
.' Funeral Partners
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BILL BOYCE DECORATORS

We have been a family run business since 1982 and we
pride ourselves on the quality of our work.
We carry out private work but also carry out work in
offices, schools, restaurants and shop premises.

Visit https://billboycedecorators.co.uk to find out more

Telephone ~ 0121 744 0040

A
or 07976 810680 (Bill) : <
or 07966 275134 (Dan)

89 Union Road

Shirley, Solihull

B9O 3BY Email ~ sandraboyce61@hotmail.com

Monumental Masons

BANNOCKS OF SOLIHULL

Five generations of quality manufacturing
and service from a family business.

All aspects of Monumental Masonry

PERSONAL ATTENTION ~ ADVISORY SERVICE
LARGE DISPLAY

117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull B90 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

Tel: 0121 744 1727
www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk
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THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD & SUDOKU

Across

‘The blind receive sight, the — walk’ (Luke 7:22) (4)

Got (Philippians 3:12) (8)

Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2) (4)

Castigated for using dishonest scales (Hosea 12:7) (8)

11 Weighty (1 John 5:3) (10)

14 ‘Now the serpent was more — than any of the wild animals the Lord God had
made’ (Genesis 3:1) (6)

15 ‘Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot — God’ (Romans 8:8) (6)

17 Because Israel lacked one of these, tools had to be sharpened by the Philistines
(1 Samuel 13:19) (10)

20 In his vision of the two eagles and the vine, this is how Ezekiel described the latter
(Ezekiel 17:8) (8)

21 Rite (anag.) (4)

22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8)

23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — , “l don’t need you”’ (1 Corinthians 12:21) (4)

O 00 Wk

Down

1 ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — —, and don’t stop anywhere in the plain!’
(Genesis 19:17) (4,4)

2 Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19) (4,4)

4 ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said, “God have mercy on me, a sinner”’
(Luke 18:13) (6)

5 ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — this’ (2 Kings 19:31) (10)

6 ‘The day of the Lord is — for all nations’ (Obadiah 15) (4)

7 Specified day (Acts 21:26) (4)

10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24) (10)

12 Roman Catholic church which has special ceremonial rights (8)

13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8)

16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen described Moses as ‘powerful in speech
and — ' (Acts 7:22) (6)

18 ‘Although he did not remove the high places, — heart was fully committed to the
Lord all his life’ (1 Kings 15:14) (4)

19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18) (4)



Answers are on page 29

v

© 2011 KrazyDad.com
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~ “The child to be born {:{ ﬁ L\F

will be called

H  the THE GREATEST GIFT
- , __ _of
4 > , Luke 1:35 “She will bear a son,
! ) ,‘! 41 u;ﬁ and shall call his name
Mouse Makes “For unto you is born tor hewilleave bl
B o MY peomiefrom theirsins
“Jesus said, s _ ’
lamthe Iy whols Matthew 1:21
andthe__ _ U_ __R___ ﬂ Z&
andthe _1____. the_ __R_" “Jesus said,
No one comes to the Father Luke 2:11 | am the
except through me.” %:Z ____________
2:} John 14:6 and the life”
— John 11:25
N9, =
Y O R CRE
FMANHAR
EPHERDU
PERGIFT
STMASTH
RRECTIO
MPROPHET ERLAST
REDEEMER NGOFKII
ISYEMI LI G . KIXGWF
EMESS I AH SONOFG
SRMEGF<IT SSYEWOCOUW
JEACHERE COUNSELLDO
EMMANUEL « MESSIAH REDEEMER « KING OF KINGS « WORD
SON OF MAN « EVERLASTING « SHEPHERD « PRIEST « PROPHET * TEACHER
LIGHT « BREAD + VINE « DOOR * LAMB * COUNSELLOR « CHRISTMAS * GIFT

Find the words from the Bible verses too! Dec24 © deborah noble @
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PUZZLE ANSWERS
6|12|114|7|9]8|5]|3
314|986 |5)1|7|2
8|7|5|1/2|3)6|9|4
116(2]5|/4|8]|9|3|7
9/3|4)7|1|6]2|8|5
5/8|(719|3|2|4|/6]|1
211(6]|3|9(7]|5|4 |8
7198125413 |1|6
4|5[(3|6|8(1]7|2]|9

www.mgphysioandpilates.com
Bei Capelli, Parkgate Shopping Centre, B90 3GG

Miriam Green Physiother apy
and Pilates

| am an experienced Pelvic Health Physiotherapist with expertise in
treating the following:

Bladder and bowel incontinence

151 .

Back or pelvic pain in pregnancy
Pelvic organ prolapse

Chronic pelvic pain

| am also a fully certified matwork Pilates instructor and teach

classes at The Shirley Institute. For more details or any questions

please do get in touch by email: mgphysioandpilates@gmail.com
Orphone: 07753885320

Pilates classes are £11 per class or £50 for five classes
Mondays at 10am at Church House and Wednesdays at 9.30am at Shirley Institute
Contact Miriam for more information or to book
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PARISH REGISTERS - OCTOBER

Baptisms

6th Tallulah-Moon Pointer

13th Maryam Aslani Bileh Varagh
Alfred Adam Naylor

19th Lily-Rose Fenlon

20th Sophie Grace Pigott

Funerals

4th Jim Pederson

17th Sheila Giffin

PRAY WITH US

Give to us your people, living God,
A renewed faith and a bold vision
that we may proclaim
the Good News of your Son

— with faith that your kingdom will come, ® O o
with hope for our community
and with love for Him
who died and rose again
to save us, Jesus Christ our Risen Lord
Amen

God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your Church,
send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning,
wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you,
and in service to our local community.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen



SHIRLEY PARISH GUIDE continued

Kate Day Tel: 0121 537 9672
email: kate_day@me.com

Gill Gough Tel: 0121 603 2636
email: g.gough@hotmail.co.uk

READERS

Sarah Penfold Tel: 0121 681 1525
email: sarahpenfold@blueyonder.co.uk

Denise Smith Tel: 07815 193892
email: deesmith1181@hotmail.com

Parish Wardens
Linda Pitt Tel: 0121 744 6777 Gill Hanton Tel: 0121 733 2347
email: lindaalisonpitt@gmail.com email: gill.hanton@btinternet.com

Deputy Wardens - St James the Great Church
Kate Crocker John Richards

Tel: 07562 664163 Tel: 07941 634971
Deputy Warden - Christ the King Church
Denise Smith

Tel: 07815 193892

Deputy Warden - St John the Divine Church
Linda Alford

Tel: 0121 430 4785

SAFEGUARDING  Sue Harries
Tel: 07977 012753 or 0121 745 8896 (c/o Parish Office)

As you all know we are a parish that takes safeguarding very seriously.
Everyone who comes to our churches deserves to feel included and
very importantly, safe.
If anything is concerning you, please talk to Sue Harries, Safeguarding Co-ordinator,
or Paul Day, Vicar.
We must all look after one another.

CHURCH WARDENS

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER - DAWN

Ladies & Gentlemens ~
/ fully qualified & insured ~ over 30 years
om experience ~ reduced prices for OAPs

Telephone: 0121 744 0421 or 07761 473524
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RANGE

TREES + LIGHTS + DECORATIONS -
BAUBLES ¢ GIFTS and much more! - Festive Treats

FRESH-CUT Nalp

CHRISTMA
TREES

Premium oSS = | Lovingly

Nordmann s} handmade

Fir Trees aReWSeSZmni el in store by
| our specialistig

plant team

EARLSWOOD GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE OPEN 7 DAYS

FORSHAW HEATH ROAD, EARLSWOOD, SOLIHULL, B94 5JU Mon to Fri 7:30am - 5pm

1. 01564 702 314 www.earlswoodglc.co.uk Saturday 8am -5pm
Follow us: @EarlswoodGLC ') Sunday 10am -4pm

The ROOf Repair Co. 24 hour

https://www.roofingandgutteringservices.co.uk service

From A Minor Repair To A New Roof

Guttering
Repaired &
v/ NEW ROOFS Clegned Out
v/ NEW FLAT ROOF SYSTEMS from £25
v/ RIDGE TILES REPOINTED & REBEDDED
v/ GUTTERING - UPVC CLADDING Registered with
v/ NO MONEY UP FRONT .....J' Birmingham Repairs
v/ TOP QUALITY MATERIALS Jage UK from as
v/ SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNTS little as
£35

FREE QUOTATION Without Obligation

FOR IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE

0121 604 2104 / 07956 228 842




