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OUR SERVICES IN NOVEMBER

Date Time Service Venue

Sunday 3rd 10.30am | Parish Communion St James Church
3.30pm | Reflective Worship St James Church
Thursday 7th 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
Sunday 10th 8am Holy Communion St James Church
Remembrance 9am Holy Communion St John’s Church
Sunday 9.30am | Morning Worship St James Church
Thursday 14th | 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
Saturday 16th 10am Messy Church St James Church
Sunday 17th 9am Morning Worship St John’s Church
10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church

10.30am | Morning Worship Christ the King Church
Thursday 21st | 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church
Sunday 24th 8am Holy Communion St James Church
9am Holy Communion St John’s Church
10.30am | Worship 4 Everyone | St James Church

10.30am | Patronal Service Christ the King Church
Thursday 28th | 10.30am | Holy Communion St James Church

Copies of the sermons preached at our services can be found on our website -
https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk/download-a-sermon

PLEASE CHECK FOR ANY CHANGES ON THE WEEKLY NOTICE SHEET, SOCIAL MEDIA
OR ON OUR WEBSITE https://www.shirleyparishb90.co.uk

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James
Nurture, Learn, Achieve

Principal - Mrs H Lynch
For details about the school contact the PA to the Principal - Mrs G Giles

Tudor Grange Primary Academy St James, Halifax Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 2BT
Phone: 0121 744 7897 office@stjames.tgacademy.org.uk www.stjames.tgacademy.org.uk




ggc Bastock Ltd
®** FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors since 1856

Shirley Funeral Home Solihull Funeral Home Yardley Funeral Home MoK

100, Stratford Road 67-71 Warwick Road, 112 Church Road, mm
Shirley. B90 3BH Solihull. B92 7HP Yardley. B26 8UX

0121 726 2626 0121 706 4040 0121 784 3230

Whether vyou have a traditional,
% | contemporary or eco funeral in mind our
e family are here to help you. Our
dedicated team will guide you through
§ the choices and decisions to ensure a
unique and befitting funeral.

Specialist provider of Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Free, no obilgation help and advice.

Peace of mind with secure affordable options www.cbastock.co.uk

Thomas Bragg & Sons
Funeral Directors

We create every — l N Q

funeral individually,
Jjust for you. O

»

* 24-hour service Thomas Bragg & Sons Funeral Directors are Shirley
« Bereavement advice here to support and guide you. We offer a
«Transparent pricing friendly, professional service to families. 0121744 1428

« Home visits 562 Stratford Road, B30 4AY
Call us for immediate support, advice

» Private chapels of rest

—— or a home visit. We are here to help 24 Knowle
« Flora! tI"'l utes hours aday.
« Memorial masonry 01564 773 610
+ Prepaid funeral plans www.thomasbragg.co.uk 1682 High Street, B93 OLY

4
.' Funeral Partners
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OUR MACMILLAN EVENT

A big ‘thank you’ to all you wonderful people out there for supporting our Tuesday
Welcome Cafe event for Macmillan Cancer Support. We raised £302.56.

Also, a big ‘thank you’ to the helpers who had to work like crazy to keep up with the
tea and coffee, plus cake demands. And to those who baked extra cakes and some
very yummy fruit scones and to all who donated to the raffle and those who sold the
tickets.

WORLD'S BIGGEST All the money raised went straight to Macmillan.

COFFEE Thank you all once again. Dee and Sarah, Pat and Myra

MORNING

MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT

SHIRLEY PARISH BOOK CLUB

The Library by Bella Osborne

Everyone agreed that this was a great book, which is a rare occasion
for Shirley Parish Book Club. We all felt this was a heartwarming
story and some of us thought that the book centered on loss, in
that the characters and the community were all in the process of
dealing with this. We all had a great deal of empathy for the
characters. Definitely a feel-good book with something that
everyone can identify with. Everyone thought that this was well
worth reading - so what are you waiting for?!

i T ]
S s -mrrn-m-p

The next book is called
Shoes for Anthony by Emma Kennedy.

Our next meeting is on =l
Monday 4th November, do come and join us if you'd like! SHOES{M

ANTHON

Belinda Piasecki

© KENNEDY




6
OUR HARVEST SUPPER & BARN DANCE

Oh my word, what a night we had after a very enjoyable Harvest Supper, a hilarious Barn
Dance. With Roger, our excellent caller, one would have thought our performance would
have been straight forward. Not on your life! We were all collapsing with laughter, it
was harbouring on the lines of being shambolic, even the spectators looked as if they
were enjoying the evening ...

So many, many thanks to everyone who put in a lot of hard work that made our first
Barn Dance a success.

Here's to the next one!
Liz Blakey

MOTHERS’ UNION REPORT

Unfortunately, our speaker Mary Bodfish who was travelling from
Smethwick was held up enroute to our meeting by road works, road
closures and diversions and was unable to reach us in time. The meeting
changed from Mary’s talk on ‘Lest We Forget’ to MU prayers led by
Linda, notices and a social time. However, we have rearranged Mary
to come and speak to us in October 2025.

We look forward to welcoming Jan Dalton to our next
meeting on Wednesday 6th November with Christmas
Crafts. Visitors are most welcome to join us.

Susan Knight
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WHAT IS THE 100 CLUB?

The 100 Club was started to provide another income for “The Friends of St James”
other than the fundraising events that they carry out.

Members are given a permanent number which is entered into a monthly draw
which takes place on the first Sunday of each month.

The first prize is £50 and second prize £25.
An additional draw is made in December.

Membership is £26 per year which can be paid either for six months or twelve
months, due on 1st June and 1st December.

Subscriptions can be paid either by cheque, cash “\I

or standing order. ¥ s i f

If you are interested in becoming a member please 4 : I
either contact the Parish Office or speak to a Hﬂ a "“ | | L
member of ‘The Friends’ committee. (B

HARWOOD & ENGLISH DECORATORS

* 25 years experience *

* Interior & Exterior ®

* Fully Insured * Free quotes * Insurance work *

Telephone:
07976 952435 ﬁ 07801 631822

0121 744 6628 0121 744 0421

Email: steven_harwood@icloud.com
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A GROUP OF THIRTY-SIX GO TO THE ISLE OF WIGHT

The fun began by trying to remember the seven wonders of the IOW which got the brain
cells working and distracted us from the gloomy, dismal weather we set off in.

So, these are -

The Needles you can't thread, Newchurch that's old, Cowes you can't milk, Newport you
can't bottle, Freshwater you can't drink, Lake where there's no water and Ryde where
you have to walk.

All of us seemed to be excited by the chatter on the bus which seemed to grow louder
the more the sun came out, and by the time we had boarded the ferry bound for the
Island it was warm enough to stand at the rail, which a few of us did. Some even acting
the scene from Titanic where Rose declares “I’'m flying, Jack”.

We arrived at the hotel, rooms were sorted and some of us
headed down to look at the beach and sea at Shanklin.

The next day we visited Alum Bay where some of us braved
the chair lift down to the coloured sands and stones, which |
have of course added some to my prayer stones, then a boat |
trip around The Needles and the lighthouse.

Then onto Yarmouth, a look around and a drink of something Wi
and a cake.

E

;"'1"}'
In the evening it was Bingo, where quite a few of our crowd /i &
were very lucky but despite rubbing shoulders with them | /.0 |
didn't win! Q‘

But a few G and T’s and dancing soon brought back smiles to
our faces.

Next day was a free day to do whatever you wanted so it was
nice all sharing our stories of where we had been and what we
had done. Bus trips, long walks, a tour of Osborne House and
even meeting up with friends who live on the island to name
but a few.

| The following day saw us all at Ryde then onto Cowes, again
| all doing our own things and sharing excited chatter on the
way back.

We all helped each other, we had a fair few interesting
moments and lots of laughter too.
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Our thanks go out to Pat and Chris for organising it all, and to
Colin and Adrian for their help with lifts on the morning of
arrival and all the help with cases, wheelchairs and mobility
scooters.

| think the hymn ‘Let there be love shared among us’ speaks
volumes, as love was certainly there.

Denise Smith (Reader)

We would like to thank Chris, Adrian , Pat and Colin for organising the church Autumn
Holiday to the Isle of Wight.

It was the first time we have travelled with the group, and hopefully it won’t be the last.
The hotel, and hard working staff, were welcoming. The food was varied and nutritious.

We were certainly blessed with warm sunny days, ensuring the planned excursions and
free day, were enjoyed by us all.

It was a wonderful opportunity to get to know other, very friendly, members of the
church and enjoy their company. Lots of laughs and evenings of fun.

Finally an extra thank you to Pat, Colin and Rachel for collecting and returning our cases
to our home. It was very much appreciated.
Ann & Norman Blackford

Glazing and Locks
*Misted/broken double glazing replaced * Police and Age Concern registered
* All double glazing repairs ¢ Full locksmith service
*Qver 25 years experience * Key cutting
*City & guilds qualified * Windows, door realigned
Contact Jason on 07789761412

THE FRIENDS OF ST JAMES 100 CLUB

Congratulations to the October winners
£50 ~ Ann Blackford £25 ~ Jenny Allen
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DARKNESS

In Psalm 139 we read these words:

If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light around me become night’,
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.

This time of year we notice the dark mornings, and the shorter evenings. Days are getting
shorter; nights are getting longer. | guess if we wanted a word that described winter we
might choose darkness.

So, what do we make of darkness?
In Genesis Chapter 1 we read these words:

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw
that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

God was there in the darkness. In the darkness God waited for the moment of creation.
And then God created light and separated the light from the darkness.
God didn’t destroy darkness. He created the cycle of evening and morning; night and
day. He recognised that just as light is important to life, so is darkness.

Think of the animals that come to life at night — for example owls, foxes, hedgehogs,
bats. Darkness is what they need for life.

For many of us darkness is important — for me at least (and | guess this is true for many)
| always sleep better when it is dark. We buy blackout curtains and blinds to make our
children’s rooms dark so that they sleep better.

In the Bible darkness is often a metaphor for dark times, times when perhaps we find it
hard to go on; when everything is stacked against us; when hope seems almost
extinguished. Those words above from Psalm 139 tell us that in such times God is there
—these times are not dark to him. In our lives dark times are part of the cycle of life.

God didn’t destroy darkness — if he had we would never know what light was because
we need to understand darkness to appreciate light. In the same way we enjoy the good
times in our lives much more and appreciate them more when we have been through
the not-so-good times, the dark times.
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So, as we move through Autumn into the dark of Winter, let us remember that God is
with us through the dark times as much as he is in the good times. In fact, if he wasn’t
alongside us we would find them much harder, perhaps impossible, to bear.

Reverend Paul Day

SIE Bl ENR AR TR

PAINTER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
INDEPENDENT & FAMILY-OWNED

The only funeral homes still owned by
The Painter Family. Providing a dignified & personal
service across Birmingham & Solihull

HALL GREEN OFFICE ACOCKS GREEN OFFICE

192 ROBIN HOOD LANE 213 YARDLEY ROAD
HALL GREEN ACOCKS GREEN
BIRMINGHAM B28 OLG BIRMINGHAM B27 6LZ

TEL: 0121 777 4300 TEL: 0121 707 1172

WWWSTEPHENANDPHILIPPAINTER.COM
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THE POD PROJECT - UPDATE

Work is scheduled to start on the groundworks on 9th October. Building the drain from
the South Transept to the connection at the road should take about two weeks but is
very dependent on the weather.

We have decided to delay building the Pod itself until the New Year to avoid disruption
to Christmas services and events. The builder has agreed a date of 6th January and the
work should be complete in mid-February.

We are very grateful to all the people and organisations who have been so generous
with their support and made the project possible.

THE HEATING IN ST JAMES CHURCH

As many of you will have noticed, the church can get very cold in winter. The boilers are
over forty years old, very dirty and inefficient and increasingly unreliable. The wet system
is in poor condition and has leaked in the past, causing significant damage. Last winter
only one of the boilers worked reliably and this is likely to be the case in the coming
months.

We have been working on this for nearly two years with the Diocese and the best solution
for us would be to heat the people, rather than the fabric of the building, with electric
heating panels (like we have in Church House). These can be coloured to match the brick
and attractive heating chandeliers are available for the Nave. The warm-up period is
short and with careful use we should be able to control running costs.

The problem is (of course) the cost of the system, £46K plus VAT.

We are looking at sources of funding but for this winter, we will have to rely on our
wobbly boilers and wrap up warmly for services in cold weather.

Kate Crocker

PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST

Surgery and Home Visits
JONATHAN LEESE b.pod.m., M.ch.s

HCPC REGISTERED
Tel: 0121 733 1292 193 Creynolds Lane, Shirley B90 4ES
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Decorating Plus ... (Odd Jobs)
B90 and nearby

Call Stewart on 07802 566 441

Email - DecoratingPlus@hotmail.co.uk

HELPING PEOPLE IN NEED

ADAVU: it felt great to be able to supply the toiletry bags to three of the ladies newly
rescued from trafficking and currently supported by Liisa and her team. Such basic items
but so very much appreciated. ADAVU supports up to thirty folks rescued from trafficking
or slavery at any one time, a heavy emotional workload on the small team.

GROWBABY has reopened on Tuesday mornings at St Michael’s Church, Redstone Farm
Road. It supplies lightly used clothing for infants from birth to five years old. They are
now using an appointment system which will make it easier for both the volunteers and
the clients; previously it could become overwhelming in their small room when several
families turned up at the same time.

The PANTRY scheme where folks pay £5 and make their own choice of food items from
a restricted selection (Monday at St John’s, Sparkhill) is doing steadily and another one
has recently opened at Tyseley on a Thursday.

FOOD BANK: | do try to think of something positive to report each month but sometimes
it is a real struggle. The numbers attending at St John’s Food Bank, where David and |
help, are steadily increasing. One Wednesday morning recently we handed out food for
approximately 100 people in two hours and that’s at St John’s, Sparkhill, just one of the
five satellite Trussell foodbanks where the donations from this parish are taken having
been bagged up at the Tyseley warehouse. Even non-food items have to be shared out
sparingly. Recently David spent an hour decanting cooking oil into small jars, and then
| put five dessert spoons of coffee into small jars. We have even been decanting washing
up liquid. It’s not only food we have pleas for: many of the people coming are in hostel
or HSO (House of Shared Occupation) where only very basic kitchen and bathroom
facilities are provided. Everyone is welcome but sometimes (how | can put this

We try to give one toilet roll out to each family but really, one roll for 5,6,7 people? But
at the end of the day, it’s the food which matters so ‘Every Tin Counts’ is still the mantra.

Elizabeth and David Paice

PS. thank you for the empty jars, still more needed please.
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If you can ... please take a label from the Gift
Tree in St James Church, buy the present

named on the label and bring it

to church on Sunday - up to

£ Sunday 24th November | J
: The gifts will be given to L iaavu
clients of Adavu at their P o e |
Christmas party rojeci

SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 3rd

This year, we will be holding our annual Safeguarding Sunday, at the Parish Service, at
10.30am on 3rd November at St James Church. This date also coincides with when the
Church celebrates the feast of All Saints.

Safeguarding Sunday is an important date in the life and calendar of our Parish. It gives
us the opportunity to listen and talk together about how spaces can be created that
are safer for everyone and thank those working behind the scenes to make our
churches safer for all. It allows us to recognise safeguarding as a key and central part
of the Christian Gospel and encourage each other to do the practical things that are
vital to the safe, legal and loving way we want to live together in our Church
community. And we do this in the context of a celebration of a Parish Eucharist, where
we express that sense of community with Christ, the Saints who have gone before
us, and each other.

This year we will be looking more closely and specifically at domestic abuse. Domestic
abuse is any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening
behaviour, violence or abuse perpetrated by those aged 16 or over who are, or have
been, intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality. It is
complex, harmful and, sadly, very common.

Domestic abuse in all its forms is contrary to the will of God and an affront to human
dignity. All need to play their part in preventing or halting it. The Church of England,
and we in Shirley Parish, are committed to those who have been victims and survivors
of domestic abuse.

On the day there will be ministers and members of the Pastoral Group available to talk
and help should anyone feel the need; or do feel free to speak to one of us beforehand
should you have any concerns.

Reverend Richard Haynes



What’s life all about and
where are we going?

Start )

finding answers to your questions.
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Looking for answers? J
This is the place to START

Join us on a journey with five fun, relaxed, sessions ,{f‘ i ﬁ;
discovering life from a Christian point of view.

God, Jesus and the journey of life, with all its ups
and downs...

Church House (opposite St James’ Church)
Tuesday evenings - 5th November - 3rd December
/pm for refreshments, till 9pm

Details at: www.bit.ly/STARTatB90 =
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OUR POPPY WALL

Work isstdlins ||| ™
progress as we go- |8y
to-print but av bigr B
‘thank yow to-
everyone who-has
sewed poppies
onto-the backing
fabric ready for
owr

Remembrance 7
disploys - it’s beeny 55

Our youngest
sewer, Jack Knight,
hard at work.




SHIRLEY BRANCH
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE RO‘l.fAL BF!I'.I'ISH-LE_'(”QN
SUNDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2024 ™™

THE REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE REMAINS ON THE STRATFORD ROAD THIS YEAR TO
WHICH WE OWE SINCERE THANKS TO TRAFFIX WHO HAVE TAKEN THE RESPONSIBILITY
OF ORGANISING, WITH SOLIHULL COUNCIL, THE TMO (TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ORDER).
THIS WILL ENSURE THAT WE HAVE, ON THE DAY, A SECURE PEDESTRIAN ONLY AREA
BETWEEN ‘POPPY ISLAND AND THE ROUNDABOUT AT UNION/SCHOOL ROAD BETWEEN
10:00HRS AND 12:00HRS

(APPROXIMATE TIMINGS)

PARADE FALL IN 1010hrs PARADE TO FORM UP ON THE
FALL IN THE OFFICERS 1015 hrs NORTH BOUND SIDE OF THE
FALL IN THE STANDARDS 1015hrs STRATFORD ROAD ADJACENT TO
PARADE TO MARCH OFF 1020hrs THE ENTRANCE TO PARKGATE
SERVICE AT St JAMES CHURCH  1040hrs UNDER THE INSTRUCTIONS OF
PARADE TO MARCH BACK 1130hrs THE PARADE MARSHALL AND
PARADE FALL-OUT 1145hrs STEWARDS.

ALL MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, VETERANS AND SERVING
PERSONNEL ARE WELCOME, TO MARCH ON THE PARADE WITH THE RBL CONTINGENT,

ORDER OF MARC

SHIRLEY PIPE BAND

UNION FLAG

SEBL BREANCH STANDARD
VIP's/RBL OFFICERS
SREL'VETERAMS/SERVING PERSONEL
sCC

ACF

ATC

EXPLORER SCOUTS, SCOUTS
CUBS, BEAVERS

BROWNIES, GUIDES

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS

(order may change slightly dependent on

attendees)
N &)
°
THEY SHALL GROW NOT OLD AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD
AGE SHALL NOT WEARY THEM, OR THE YEARS CONDEMN
AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
r
L

This is a Public event at which photos and video will be taken but they must only be used/shared for private use.

Refrestiments will be availabile in Church Fouse after the sewice




Come and join us for a

COFFEE
MORNING

MONDAY 11th NOVEMBER
10.30am - 12 noon

at St John’s Church B90 1PW

The Friends of St James irwite yow to-
GHRISTMAS BY CGANDLELiGHT

A three course Christmas meal
with all the trimmings

Saturday s

23rd November _ ol o ke,
7.30pm
in Church House
Tickets £17 - on sale at the Parish Office
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NATIONAL CHURCHES TRUST
VOLUNTEERS AWARDS 2024

The National Churches Trust awards recognise the immense contribution made to church
life by volunteers. It is truly inspiring to read of the work being done across the nation
by churches serving their communities in a wide variety of ways.

Our Journey to the Stable and Easter Journey events have welcomed over 15000 primary
school children and their teachers over the last twenty years. The Christian stories are
faithfully told in drama and craft activities by our wonderful volunteers, who give so
much time and dedication to these projects.

The ‘Journey’ events and their teams have been shortlisted for this year’s awards.
Competition is keen and it is a great honour to be in the final. Congratulations and so
many thanks to Sarah and the team, present and past.

This year’s Journey to the Stable is the week
commencing Monday 25th November.
Please pray for all those involved and note
that, for safeguarding reasons, access to St
James Church will be restricted.

QALL?NG ALL MAKERS AND BAKERS!
Ve < ~

We will be holding a Christmas Food and Craft
Festival on Saturday 14th December in St James
Church and Church House (plus Santa and his
friends will be there for breakfast!)

Please get making and baking and let
Gill Hanton (07973 942145) know what you are planning
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CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY - November 24th

The last Sunday in November is the last Sunday of the church year, and in some ways
the most important. Why? Because everything else in the Christian year looks BACK on
what happened 2000 years ago. The Sunday of Christ the King looks FORWARD to what
we can expect next.... the return one day of Jesus Christ to this earth, as King of Kings.

Does the idea of Jesus of Nazareth literally returning to earth seem a bit quaint to accept,
in our computerised world of e-mails and the internet? Well, that is what the Bible says
will happen — it is promised more than 250 times!

The Bible is quite clear: the return of the Lord Jesus Christ as King of Kings will take place
personally, powerfully, bodily, visibly, publicly — and INSTANTLY. (Read Matthew
24:30,31, or | Thessalonians 4:13 — 5:3.) Here are words of Jesus Himself:

For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the
sky from one end to the other. (Luke 17:24)

This will be no local story for a BBC TV reporter to cover if he gets time. That day he
won’t be interviewing the Carpenter of Nazareth, wearing Galilean homespun. Jesus will
be in His incandescent brilliance as the ‘Son of Man’ — a bit of a challenge even for TV
reporters! Certainly when Peter, James and John were witness to their familiar Master
‘“transfigured’, as the same irradiated Person — in a dramatic preview of Christ’s
triumphant final rule (Luke 9:28-36), they did not feel very confident.

The martyred Stephen, about to die, had a similar glimpse: “Behold | see the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God’ (Acts 7:56). The exiled
apostle John on the island of Patmos saw the same figure: ‘...His face was like the sun
shining in full strength’ (Revelation 1:16.)

When Christ one day returns, the whole world will finally witness this same spectacle
(Revelation 1:7). His return will mark the end of history, as we know it. It will inaugurate
the final Judgment. It will re-unite the Lord with His Church on earth.

Jesus’ return to us will bring about the new heaven and the new earth. Pain, death,
persecution, privation and sorrow will all be banished. The entire edifice of evil that has
raised itself against the rule of God will be dismantled in a moment.

We have been warned all along not to place a date or a time upon the Second Coming
of Christ. (Matthew 24:42-44) Sadly, many people ignore this warning and waste endless
time in calculations. The way in which we should be spending our days before the end
is to work, watch and witness to our Lord Jesus — whether or not ours is a world of
computers, e-mail and all the rest!
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In the meantime, where is Jesus now? The Bible writers tells us that Jesus has returned
to the place of privilege and power, and is ‘seated at the right hand’ of the Father
(Ephesians 1:20-21; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 1:3), and is waiting for the Father’s timing
for Him to return to earth in glory (Mark 13:26-27,32), to raise the dead (1 Thessalonians
4:13-18), and give them their resurrection bodies (1 Corinthians 15:35-44).

Jesus will never be a baby again. He is now Christ the King — today, tomorrow, forever.

EARLSWOOD

ristmas
Shop

TREES  LIGHTS « DECORATIONS el s
BAUBLES * GIFTS and much more! . BN Festive Treats

.

N
-

FRESH-CUT Nalg FRESH-CUT

CHRISTMA
TREES

Premium

Fir Trees Sl i
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= . \30mNov
{Non-Drop & Soft Touchf# & y
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EARLSWOOD GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE OPEN 7 DAYS

FORSHAW HEATH ROAD, EARLSWOCOD, SOLHULL, B?4 5JU Mon to Fri 7:30am - 5pm

t. 01564 702 314 www.earlswoodgle.co.uk Saturday 8am -5pm
Follow us: @EarlswoodGLC f ,@ d Sunday 10am - 4pm 4

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER - DAWN

Ladies & Gentlemens ~
/ fully qualified & insured ~ over 30 years
o*‘ experience ~ reduced prices for OAPs

Telephone: 0121 744 0421 or 07761 473524




" Handel’s
MESSIAH

Brlng and Slng

Saturday 30th ,_.
» Novermber & |

W:th s:ngers from Coventry Cathedrel Chorus and :

Shirley Methodist Church Choir |
&  Conductor: JulieBarnes F
Organist: Graham Lowe E

__ 3 ' Registration: 2-30pm /
' Rehearsal: 3-00pm to 5-00pm
* W Performance: 7-00pm
Cost: £5 for singers and audience | !
To express your interest in singing please send your name

and part to MessiahatShirley@proton.me
- & & T 3 Z
Shlrley Methodist Church 257 Stratford Rd, Shirley, Sohhull
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OUR ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE
Thursday 5th December at 7pm

Advent and the approach to Christmas can be a time of great excitement and joy, as
well as deep sadness and pain, particularly for those of us who have lost loved ones.
This can be a time when their absence feels sharper and our grief heavier than usual.

Therefore, our annual memorial service will be on Thursday 5th December at 7pm in St
James Church.

During the service we will sing some familiar
Christmas carols; we will have the chance
to take part in an act to remember our loved
ones, by hearing their names read out and
lighting candles; and we will hear words of
faith and hope.

This year’s service will be in conjunction
with our good friends from Co-op
Funeralcare, Shirley, who will be present on
the night and who are kindly bringing a
memory tree on which we can place our
loved ones’ names.

Everyone is welcome to join us —no matter
how long ago your loved ones died.

If you would like a name read out please contact the Parish Office in advance; but there
will be an opportunity to add names on the night.

We look forward to seeing you.

PLACES OF
WELCOME

EVERY
TUESDAY

10am until 11.30am
in Church House

Do pop in and say
hello!




24

"...and don't forget we're coming
into Nativity Play season — make sure
we have extra tea-towels in stock!"
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A FESTIVE CHRISTMAS WITHOUT FESTIVE MEAT?

When we think of Christmas food, turkey / ham / beef are often front-runners for us if
we are meat-eaters and we often just stick with tradition. Over the past few years, the
price of Christmas meat has soared. This is one reason to look for alternatives without
losing that festive goodness on our plates. But another reason is to think about the
benefits to the planet of focusing more on plant-based dishes.

Without going into specific recipes here, let’s look at some of the ingredients that could
make for special Christmas flavours on our dinner plates. Even if we decide to include
some of the usual meats, cutting down on the quantity of meat and substituting with
vegetables enhanced by the flavours associated with Christmas food will be kinder to
both our purses and our Earth.

If you like mushrooms, you’ll find dried porcini, shiitake and wild ones will give you a
rich gravy from the water used to re-hydrate them and the mushrooms themselves can
be added to nut roasts or veggie wellingtons to give both substance and flavour. A good
pastry wrapped around different savoury fillings is well worth the effort and can be
prepared well in advance and frozen until needed. Herbs and spices such as nutmeg,
rosemary, sage and cinnamon can be included in stuffings. Roasted potatoes, carrots,
parsnips, turnips, butternut squash, beetroot, onions - all add mouth-watering and filling
additions. Good vegetable stock cubes, tomato purée, nutritional yeast flakes,
mushroom powder, soy sauce and maple syrup are some of the store cupboard extras
that could serve us well during the festive season.

So this Christmas, why not give the alternatives a try? The Eco team can find specific
recipes for anyone who would like more than just these thoughts. Whatever you choose,
we wish you a delicious Christmas dinner!

Chris Speakman, on behalf of the Parish Eco Group.

/ In Church House during
_':‘ — the 10.30am service at
: St James Church

(except the 4th Sunday)

ChUurch o
—




OFFERING A FRIENDLY,
@@ZY T@ IES RELIABLE, PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICE

Bev Hughes DipCFhp Over 65 £20.00 per session
Mobile Foot Health Practitioner Under 65 £25.00 per session

07764 BR6AES @F  TREATMENT INCLUDES:-

v FREE CONSULTATION
v TOENAILS CUT &
©T| 2ﬂ 45ﬂ 35@ v THICKNESS REDUCED
V4 CALLOUSES REMOVED
v CORNS & VERRUCAS
TREATED

y ‘, & - ¥ =
) §S / ) i
r 3’ v DIABETIC FOOTCARE
_ - —

www.mgphysioandpilates.com
Bei Capelli, Parkgate Shopping Centre, B90 3GG

Miriam Green Physiotherapy
and Pilates

| am an experienced Pelvic Health Physiotherapist with expertise in %
treating the following: :

Bladder and bowel incontinence

Back or pelvic pain in pregnancy
Pelvic organ prolapse

Chronic pelvic pain

I am also a fully certified matwork Pilates instructor and teach

classes at The Shirley Institute. For more details or any questions

please do get in touch by email: mgphysioandpilates@gmail.com
Orphone: 07753885320

Pilates classes are £11 per class or £50 for five classes
Mondays at 10am at Church House and Wednesdays at 9.30am at Shirley Institute
Contact Miriam for more information or to book
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WORDSEARCH

Remembrance Day this year has a special significance — it was 80 years ago this June
that the D-Day Landings of the Second World War took place.

Those D-Day Landings and the Battle of Normandy led to the liberation of France and
Europe. And this year the Normandy region has been celebrating — with events including
synchronized fireworks at the major D-Day sites, a giant picnic on Omaha Beach,
Liberation balls, bagpipe parades, and international parachuting of hundreds of soldiers

above Sainte-Mére-Eglise.

It has been estimated that between 15 and 20 million people died in Europe alone during
the Second World War. Worldwide, an estimated 75 million people died.

TEETTTETTTTY
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BAGPIPE
BEACH

DAY

DIED
EUROPE
FIREWORKS
FRANCE
LANDINGS
LIBERATION
MILLIONS
NORMANDY
OMAHA
PARACHUTE
PARADES
PICNIC
REMEMBRANCE
SECOND
SOLDIERS
WAR
WORLD

Answers are
on page 28
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NV
AW, o FF If Knowle is difficult to get to,
ﬁ%ii = we will happily visit you at
& l‘i‘a‘“ home or you can meet Bruce
at any of the Bastock family
BaStOCk& Bruce Ltd funeralhomeS.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A partnership between C. Bastock Ltd and Bruce Bragg

Bruce is now the only remaining member of the Bragg family still in the industry
following the sale of the Bragg family business in Shirley. This partnership brings a
family business to Knowle with generations of experience ensuring the truly
personal service you would expect from an independent business.

Knowle Funeral Home
Brisker Court, 1685, High Street, Knowle. B93 OLN

01564 33 5577 (24 hour)

e —

Serving all surrounding areas www.bastockandbruce.co.uk

WORDSEARCH /E/%E
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@ “DO AS | HAVE DONE FORYOU
The disciples had met with Jesus in an
upper room to share a meal together, but
there were no servants to wash their dusty
R feet. Jesus got up from the table, took off his
‘2 outer clothing, wrapped a towel around

Mouse Makes his waist and began to wash the disciples’

feet just like a servant would do. ,..c—a

@ Then Jesus said: ﬁ E

ILQI “Do you understand what | have done for you? =/
Now that |, your Lord and Teacher have washed

READ  your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.

the story in | have set you an example, that you should

John 13:1-17 @ do as | have done for you.”

O ¢

By washing
his disciples’feet, Jesus
showed that as God's people
we are never too important
to serve and care for

SCLOTHING obe_]
NUNDERSTAN
OGSWIPETERE
DAUASERVANT
ORPSCLEANXDO
UMPHIJESUSW
FEETPASSOVE
ENRBLESSEDL
ETXTEACHERDO

\BASINSCRIPTU _

CDANMEALOVE

1®® CHOSENES O @

FEAST

JESUS PETER

DISCIPLES 9 SCRIPTURES

PASSOVER LORD « TEACHER

FEAST « SUPPER « MEAL @ SERVANT « MASTER

GARMENTS « CLOTHING « TOWEL « WAIST « WATER « BASIN « WASH » FEET « WIPE

CLEAN « UNDERSTAND « OTHERS « EXAMPLE « DO « LOVED « CHOSEN + BLESSED

Nov24 © deborah noble @ parishpump.co.uk
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THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD & SUDOKU

Across
1 In David’s battle with the Arameans, 700 of these were killed (2 Samuel 10:18) (11)
9 ‘No —, impure or greedy person has any inheritance in the kingdom of God’

(Ephesians 5:5) (7)

10 City on the banks of the River Nile (5)

11 Stamped addressed envelope (1,1,1)

13 Taverns (4)

16 ‘Be on your guard; stand — in the faith’ (1 Corinthians 16:13) (4)

17 ‘He will not always — , nor will he harbour his anger for ever’ (Psalm 103:9) (6)

18 and 27 Down Where the magi came from and what guided them (Matthew 2:1-2) (4,4)

20 Ancient Celtic alphabet of 20 characters (4)

21 She married Esau when he was 40 years old (Genesis 26:34) (6)

22 A great-grandson of Noah (Genesis 10:7) (4)

23 Title accorded to certain Roman Catholic clerics (abbrev.) (4)

25 ‘My house will be a house of prayer; but you have made it a — of robbers’
(Luke 19:46) (3)

28 Annie (anag.) (5)

29 Plead with (Zechariah 7:2) (7)

30 Tenth foundation of the new Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (11)

Down

2 ‘We have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by — hands’
(2 Corinthians 5:1) (5)

3 Uncommon excellence (Proverbs 20:15) (4)

4 ‘You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; fine — have been poured upon me’
(Psalm 92:10) (4)

5 — Homo (‘Behold the Man’) (4)

6 ‘He has given proof of this to all men by — him from the dead’ (Acts 17:31) (7)

7 ‘Our — isin heaven’ (Philippians 3:20) (11)

8 ‘Thisis a day you are to — ’ (Exodus 12:14) (11)

12 Assault (Psalm 17:9) (6)

14 ‘Jesus found a young donkey and — upon it’ (John 12:14) (3)

15 Liverpool dialect (6)

19 ‘Remember the — day by keeping it holy’ (Exodus 20:8) (7)

20 Nineteenth-century German physicist after whom the unit of electrical resistance is
named (3)

24 Nazirites were not allowed to eat this part of a grape (Numbers 6:4) (5)

25 ‘If anyone would come after me, he must — himself and take up his cross and follow
me’ (Mark 8:34) (4)

26 Evil Roman emperor from AD54 to 68, responsible for condemning hundreds of

Christians to cruel deaths (4)
27 See 18 Across



Answers are on page 33
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Monumental Masons

BANNOCKS OF SOLIHULL

Five generations of quality manufacturing
and service from a family business.

All aspects of Monumental Masonry

PERSONAL ATTENTION ~ ADVISORY SERVICE
LARGE DISPLAY

117 Streetsbrook Road, Solihull B90O 3PF
(Opposite Robin Hood Cemetery)

Tel: 0121 744 1727
www.bannocksmemorials.co.uk

BILL BOYCE DECORATORS

We have been a family run business since 1982 and we
pride ourselves on the quality of our work.
We carry out private work but also carry out work in
offices, schools, restaurants and shop premises.

Visit https://billboycedecorators.co.uk to find out more
Telephone ~ 0121 744 0040

\
rd
or 07976 810680 (Bill) _
or 07966 275134 (Dan)
89 Union Road
Shirley, Solihull

B90 3BY Email ~ sandraboyce61@hotmail.com
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PUZZLE ANSWERS
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care uk O

winning
cutsine Not the food you'd expect ina
care home?

We're leading the way in care home
cuisine. Our passionate chefs create
tasty nutritious meals every day,
from traditional favourites to fine
dining dishes.

If you're considering a care home,
call0121 756 7156 or visit
careuk.com/blossomfield-grange

C@ Trusted to care

Blossomfield Grange care home
Solihull
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PARISH REGISTERS - SEPTEMBER

Baptisms

1st Riley Julian Hardcastle
15th Rafe Robin Barker-Butwell
21st Albie Arthur Lee O’Connor

Mya-Rose O’Connor Reilly

22nd Abel Anthony John Hewitt

Wedding

7th Jodie Caroline Smart and Andrew Richard Devany
Funerals

3rd Tom Jones

19th Yvonne Baugh

PRAY WITH US

Give to us your people, living God,
A renewed faith and a bold vision

that we may proclaim
the Good News of your Son
with faith that your kingdom will come, O - -]
with hope for our community
and with love for Him
who died and rose again
to save us, Jesus Christ our Risen Lord
Amen

God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your Church,
send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning,
wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you,
and in service to our local community.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen



SHIRLEY PARISH GUIDE continued

Kate Day Tel: 0121 537 9672
email: kate_day@me.com

Gill Gough Tel: 0121 603 2636
email: g.gough@hotmail.co.uk

READERS

Sarah Penfold Tel: 0121 681 1525
email: sarahpenfold@blueyonder.co.uk

Denise Smith Tel: 07815 193892
email: deesmith1181@hotmail.com

Parish Wardens
Linda Pitt Tel: 0121 744 6777 Gill Hanton Tel: 0121 733 2347
email: lindaalisonpitt@gmail.com email: gill.hanton@btinternet.com

Deputy Wardens - St James the Great Church
Kate Crocker John Richards

Tel: 07562 664163 Tel: 07941 634971
Deputy Warden - Christ the King Church
Denise Smith

Tel: 07815 193892

Deputy Warden - St John the Divine Church
Linda Alford

Tel: 0121 430 4785

SAFEGUARDING  Sue Harries
Tel: 07977 012753 or 0121 745 8896 (c/o Parish Office)

As you all know we are a parish that takes safeguarding very seriously.
Everyone who comes to our churches deserves to feel included and
very importantly, safe.
If anything is concerning you, please talk to Sue Harries, Safeguarding Co-ordinator,
or Paul Day, Vicar.
We must all look after one another.

A L L

CHURCH WARDENS

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER
Fully qualified LADIES AND GENTLEMENS Hairdresser
Available for appointments in the comfort
of your own home

Please Telephone CLAIRE on
01564 794684 or 07931 751 451




The Roof Repair Co.

https://www.roofingandgutteringservices.co.uk service

24 hour

From A Minor Repair To A New Roof

Guttering
Repaired &
v/ NEW ROOFS Clegned Out
v/ NEW FLAT ROOF SYSTEMS i 5
v/ RIDGE TILES REPOINTED & REBEDDED
v GUTTERING - UPVC CLADDING Registered with
v/ NO MONEY UP FRONT . Q Birmingham Repairs
v/ TOP QUALITY MATERIALS Jage UK from as
v/ SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNTS little as

£35
FREE QUOTATION Without Obligation

FOR IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY RESPONSE

0121 604 2104 / 07956 228 842

& GLM Property Maintenance

Traditional Window Cleaning No jOb is too b|g or too small!
Dry Stone Walling

Fascias & Gutters (Repairs & Renewal) Call for a free quote today!
Driveways & Patios (Installation &

ﬁ:)e;fnai.ngt})lar Panel Cleaning 07399 024702

Power Chimney Sweeping

Cowl/Pot Fitting and Repointing GLMServices18@ :
Roofing & Flat Roofing gmail.com
Fencing & Landscape Gardening
Rendering

Hedge & Tree Cutting

Rubbish Removals

Painting Interior/Exterior
Garden / House Clearances

And much much more Like us on Facebook {_L, @GLMServices18

Fully Insured
Registered Waste Carrier

We're on Yell.com A\




